
 

 

 

27
th
 March 2020 

Weekly News 
It has been a very difficult week for the whole country and I would like to take this chance to 
thank our whole school community for being so positive and understanding of the situation. The staff have 
been fantastic and I am sure you will join me in thanking them for all their hard work to prepare home learning 
and provide emergency care for key worker’s children for the last week and throughout the Easter holidays. As 
you will see from the home learning section below staff will continue with this and will also be phoning each 
family once a week to check in and be able to answer questions you may have. 

 
                                                    PGL 
The PGL trip seems like a distant memory after the events of this week but it was a fantastic trip and I hope 
some of the photos from this trip will show what a wonderful time the children had. The weather was a little dull 
during our trip but the children’s spirits were consistently high with children overcoming their fears and 
embracing new experiences. There were many highlights of the trip but my personal one was getting to see all 
the children enjoy the challenge course and get covered in mud. There was not one complaint from any child 
and as you can see from the photos (and their smelly washing) they all got involved. Thank you again to Miss 
Peddle and Miss Shinn along with all the children who made this such a positive experience. 

  
 
 



 

 

Emergency Childcare 
All children booked in for emergency childcare during the Easter holidays should now have received an e-mail 
confirming that they have a place.  Please can we ask that anyone who has not e-mailed us to book 
for after the Easter holidays lets us know as soon as possible at admin@southmoltonprimary.devon.sch.uk  so 
that we can sort staffing arrangements for this. It is important that parents let us know if their child will be 
attending or not so that we know how many spaces we have to offer key worker families. Many Thanks  
 

Home Learning Update 
We are at the end of the first week of home learning and I hope it hasn't been too much of a stressful 
experience for you all- We really don't want you to get worried about home learning, these are difficult times 
and being inside with your family for several weeks can be hard enough without falling out over school work! 
The Parents home learning page on the website has hundreds of resources on to help your child learn at 
home.  Lots of parents are worrying about Google Classrooms, however this is only really for Year 5 & 6 
children to access as they are old enough to do this independently and they are used to using it in school.  
Our suggestion- make a daily timetable- keep to short activities and keep it fun. I've put a suggested daily 
timetable below, however do whatever works for you! 
 
9am- Join Joe Wicks for his daily work out or try out some of the PE activities on the website or use GoNoodle 
to get active.  
9.30 - Pobble writing -Look at the daily picture - write a story or information about the picture-
  http://www.pobble365.com.  Or write a letter to a friend or family member or keep a diary.  
10 am- https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning- Join the maths party at 10 am each day watch the video 
and answer the questions. Or look at Learning by Questions (Yr5+6) Numbots, Rock Stars and the other 
maths websites on the parent page. 
Snack and free choice time.  
11- Listen to David Walliams elevenses story for 20 mins on The World of David Walliams or there are lots of 
other free audio books online www.storynory.com, https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/  - A perfect time for mum or dad to 
have a cup of tea!  
11.30- 1:1 reading time with a parent - ask lots of questions or use an online text with questions such as 
practise SAT’s papers or  
The Reading Realm - https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/ or Twinkl which has reading comprehension packs. For 
younger EYFS/Year 1 children spend time working on your phonics sounds maybe using phonicsplay.   
Lunch 
1.00 -Exercise - Go out if safe for your family and have a walk or jog or bike ride- taking all precautions to 
avoid others.  
1.30- Household chores/ cleaning/cooking/gardening /washing. 
2-Research and Topic- Choose an interesting topic and start a research project- i.e. a country or animal or 
author or famous person, think about how to present your work- booklet, leaflet- PowerPoint. Children all have 
Google Classroom accounts they can use the google slides application to create slideshows (will need support 
with this) - or just pen and paper is fine! We would love to see these when school opens again.  
3 - Arts and Crafts time- Miss Peddle has added some art activities onto the home learning page 
 
Obviously you will want to change the things you do each day but having a structure to your day could help- 
think of it as a working day, try and get up on time, get dressed each day and keep it relaxed and active! For 
the children of key workers still in school we are following a similar timetable here.  
The Easter holidays are still a holiday but keep up with some reading and writing and maths. After Easter at 
the end of each week your child's class teacher will update the class pages on the school website and will 
phone all children not in school to see how you all are and have a quick chat. We are updating the resources 
list on the parent page regularly so we hope that you find this useful. Take care and we hope to see you all 
back in school again soon. Miss King.   
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Please be aware 
We have received the following warning from the Department for Education. 

Free School Meals - Be aware of scam emails 

The DfE have been informed that some parents have received an email stating the following: ‘As schools will 
be closing, if you’re entitled to free school meals, please send your bank details and we’ll make sure you’re 
supported’. 

The DfE can confirm that this is a scam email and is not official. We urge parents that if you receive any 
emails like this, please do not respond, and delete it immediately 

 
I hope you all stay safe and have a lovely Easter break and manage to enjoy this extended time with your 
families at home. Together as a community we can overcome this. 

Mr Parkin 
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