
 

Progression of skills- Objectives and assessment 

Reading- word reading 
30 – 50 months 
40 – 60 months

Early Learning Goals

Skill- Phonics and decoding (including common exception words) 
Objectives Formative assessment and what I expect to see in the classroom… 

 
To enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities. 

To    show an     awareness     of rhyme and alliteration. 
To recognise rhythm in spoken words. 

 
To continue a rhyming string. 

To  hear  and  say  the  initial sound in words. 
To   segment   the   sounds   in simple words and blend them together and know which 

letter represents some of them. 
 

To  link  sounds  to  letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
To use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately- CVC 

and CCVC. 
•They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately. They also read some common irregular words. 
 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds. 

 
 
 

Within nursery:  
• Daily story time- using picture books and written books 
• Story telling opportunities, songs and rhymes (repeated) 
• Daily phonics- letters and sounds (introduction before Reception) 
• Tracking progress- track phonological awareness throughout each term 

and end of year expectations 
Reception: 

• Model oral blending of sounds to make words in everyday contexts, 
e.g. ‘Can you get your h-a-t hat?’ 

• Daily phonics lesson (aim for 20minutes- longer if necessary based on 
assessment) using Letters and Sounds programme and Jolly phonics 
actions- tracked to ARE 

• Model to children how simple words can be segmented into sounds 
and blended together to make words.  

• •Support and scaffold individual children’s reading as opportunities 
arise. 

• Daily story time- DEAR.  
• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 



 

 To read some common irregular words. (precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation), and where 
any children above ARE move on. 

• Storytelling, songs and rhymes (repeated to support retainment) 
• Daily HFW- particularly ‘tricky words’- word recognition 
• Individual reading at least once a week as well as guided reads that are 

appropriate to the reading age of the child (including targeted sounds 
that they are developing and recognise). 

• Those exceeding ARE to begin reading Year 1 common exception 
words. 

Skill- Fluency 
Objectives Formative assessment-  

To show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the 
environment. 

To recognise familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos. 
To look and handle books independently (holds books the correct way up and 

turns pages). 
 

To ascribe meanings to marks that they see in different places. 
To begin to break the flow of speech into words. 

To begin to read words and simple sentences. 
 

To read and understand simple sentences. 

Reception: 
• Daily phonics teaching (aim for 20minutes- longer if necessary based 

on assessment) using Letters and Sounds programme and Jolly phonics 
actions- tracked to ARE 

• Daily story time- DEAR.  
• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 

(precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation), and where 
any children above ARE move on. 

• Storytelling, songs and rhymes (repeated to support retainment) 
• Daily HFW- particularly ‘tricky words’- word recognition 
• Individual reading at least once a week as well as guided reads that are 

appropriate to the reading age of the child (including targeted sounds 
that they are developing and recognise). 

• Those exceeding ARE to begin reading Year 1 common exception 
words. 



 

Reading- comprehension
30 – 50 months 
40 – 60 months

Early Learning Goals 
Skill Objective Formative assessment and what I expect to see in 

the classroom… 
Understanding and 

correcting inaccuracies 
To know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left 
to right and top to bottom. 
 
To understand humour e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes, funny images 
 
Children read and understand simple sentences. 
Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read. 
 
Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks 
appropriate questions of others 

• Value questions, talk, and many possible responses, 
without rushing toward answers too quickly 

• Encourage them to predict outcomes, to think of 

alternative endings and to compare plots and the 

feelings of characters with their own experiences. 

• Hear questions being asked to children throughout reading 

both whole class and individual- note in learning journeys.  

• Can you find the front cover? Can you find/point to the 

title/ blurb? What is a blurb? 

• Wordless books weekly- are children able to inference? 

What has happened? How do you know? 

• Opportunities to explore class library area and school 

library. 

• When asking a question, use an open question with 

many possible answers. 

• Find opportunities to tell and read stories to children, 

using puppets, soft toys, or real objects as props. 

Connecting and becoming 
familiar with texts 

To listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
 
To enjoy an increasing range of books. 
 
To listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 
respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or 
actions. 
To demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read. 

Non- fiction To know that information can be relayed in the form of print. 
 
To know that information can be retrieved from books and 
computers. 



 

Poetry and Performance To listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-one and 
also in small groups. 
To join in with repeated refrains in rhymes and stories. 
To use intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning 
clear to others. 
To develop preference for forms of expression. 
Use puppets and other props to encourage listening and 
responding when singing a familiar song or reading from a story 
book 
 
To play cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a 
narrative. 
 
To express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 
needs. 

•Provide stories, pictures and puppets which allow 

children to experience and talk about how characters 

feel. 

 

Non-fiction: Discuss and model ways of finding out 

information from non-fiction texts. 

  Question examples 

Vocabulary To build up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their 
experiences. 
 
To extend vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words. 
To use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly 
influenced by their experiences of books. 

What do you think this word means? Why? 
 
What other word could you put here (model ‘Tom is huge…. Tom is 
____’) 

Inference 
 

 

To begin to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 
 
To answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences in 
response to texts. 

(Looking at illustrations)- What do you the character is doing? 
What might they be feeling? How do you know?  

Prediction To anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories 
(repetitive texts). 
To suggest how a story might end.  

What do you think might happen next? What do you think will 
happen at the end of the story? What might happen next in the 
story? 



 

 
Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read. 
 

Retrieval To describe main story settings, events and principal characters. What can you see on the front cover? What did you find out? 
Where is ______? 

Sequence To begin to be aware of the way stories are structured 
 
To follow a story without pictures or props 
 
Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read. 
 
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
 

What happened first, next, at the end? 
What happened in the middle? 
Can you order these parts of the story?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Reading- word reading 

Skill- Phonics and decoding (including common exception words) 
Objectives Formative assessment-  

To apply phonic knowledge to decode words  
To learn new GPs and revise and consolidate those learning earlier. 
To read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes  
To read accurately by blending taught GPC (grapheme phoneme 
correspondence)  
To read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.)  
To read multisyllable words containing taught GPCs  
To read contractions and understanding use of apostrophe  
To understand that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken 
words that underpin reading and spelling.  
To decode common exception words- bledinf the sounds into words for 
reading. 
To read aloud phonically-decodable text 
 
To read Y1 common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 

• Daily phonics lessons (aim for 20minutes- longer if necessary based on 
assessment) using Letters and Sounds programme and Jolly phonics 
actions- tracked to ARE 

• Daily story time- DEAR. Children need to hear, share and discuss a wide 
range of high-quality books to develop a love of reading and broaden 
their vocabulary 

• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 
(precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation), and where 
any children above ARE move on. 

• Storytelling, songs and rhymes (repeated to support retainment) 
• Daily HFW- particularly ‘tricky words’- word recognition 
• Individual reading at least once a week as well as guided reads that are 

appropriate to the reading age of the child after benchmarking 
(including targeted sounds that they are developing incrementally and 
can recognise) 



 

spelling and sound and where these occur in words. 
 
 

• Read books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common excepction 
words.  

• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 
(precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation) through 
rigorous and systematic phonics programme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skill- Fluency 
Objectives Formative assessment 



 

To accurately read texts that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge, that do not require them to use other strategies to work out 
words. 
To reread texts to build up fluency and confidence in word reading. 
To read words without overt sounding and blending after a few encounters. 

• Daily phonics teaching (aim for 20minutes- longer if necessary based 
on assessment) using Letters and Sounds programme and Jolly phonics 
actions- tracked to ARE 

• Daily story time- DEAR.  
• Reading with an adult every day- record and feed back to parents.  
• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 

(precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation), and where 
any children above ARE move on. 

• Storytelling, songs and rhymes (repeated to support retainment) 
• Daily HFW- particularly ‘tricky words’- word recognition 
• Individual reading at least once a week as well as guided reads that are 

appropriate to the reading age of the child after benchmarking 
(including targeted sounds that they are developing incrementally and 
can recognise) 

• If children struggle to read words without overt sounding sounding and 
blending after a few encounters, ensure they have relevant 
intervention.  

• Read books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common excepction 
words.  

• Differentiated groups- any children below ARE have intervention 
(precision teaching, TRUGS, toe by toe and consolidation) through 
rigorous and systematic phonics programme 

 

Reading- comprehension
 

Skill Objective Formative assessment and what should be seen in 
the classroom… 



 

Understanding and correcting 
inaccuracies 

To check that a text makes sense to them as they read and to 
self- correct- asking relevant questions.  
To draw on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher.  
To explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 
 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for 

both pleasure and information 

• Daily individual reading 
• Daily story time  
• Guided reading groups- focusing upon these key skills.   
• Daily RIC activity through an image 
• Intervention (1-1) for children whom finding 

understanding and comprehension challenging. 
However, these pupils should follow the year 1 
programme of study in terms of the books they listen 
to and discuss, so that they develop their vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecting and becoming 
familiar with texts 

To recognise and join in with predictable phrases and partake 
in discussions about what is read to them, taking turns and 
listening to what others say,  
To become very familiar with key stories (fairy tales and 
traditional tales) retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics.  

Non-fiction To discuss features and layout-I notice that…. Look at what is 
the same and different in non-fiction books.  

Poetry and performance Listening to poetry and rhymes and learning them, reciting 
some by heart. 

  Questions…. 
Vocabulary Whole class and 1-1 discussions about the meaning of words, 

linking new meanings to those already known. Start using new 
vocabulary in daily conversation.  

• Can you find a word that means…..? 
• What does _____ mean in this sentence? 
• What does this word/phrase tell you about the 

character/setting? 
• Which word describes _____? 
• Why do you think _____ is repeated? 
• Can you think of another word the author could have 

used instead of ____? 
Prediction To predict what might happen, based upon what has been read • Look at the book cover/blurb- what do you think this 



 

so far book will be about? What will happen? Who may be 
in it? 

• What do you think will happen next? What makes you 
think this? 

• What is happening now? What could of happened 
before and what will happen after? 

• Do you think it will have a happy ending? 
• What could happen after? (Once finished reading 

story) 
Explanation To justify statements by expanding upon ideas • Who is your favourite character and why? 

• Do you like this text? Why/Why not? What did you 
like/dislike about it? 

• Why do you think the main character is ____? 
• Would you like to live in this setting? Why/Why not? 

Would you visit the setting?  
• Is there anything you’d change in the story? If you 

could add another character, who would they be? 
Inference Progressively develop inference through the use of pictures 

predominately.  
Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done- 
focus upon characters actions and feelings.  
Discuss the significance of the title in relation to the events in 
the text.  

• Why was the character feeling ____? Would you feel 
the same? 

• Why do you think _____ happened? 
• How does ____ make you feel? 
• Why did the character say____? How do you think 

that made _____ feel? 
• Can you explain why____? 
• Can you explain how_____? 
• What did the author mean when they said? 

Retrieval To begin to develop their knowledge of retrieval, 
predominately through images.  

• What kind of text is this- story, poem, non-
fiction/facts etc…? 

• Who did____? Where did _____? When did____? 



 

• What happened when…….? What happened to____? 
• Why did _____ happen? How did _____? How 

many___? 
Sequence To retell familiar stories orally, sequencing with a clear 

beginning, middle and end 
• What happened at the beginning of the text? What 

happened in the middle? What happened at the end? 
• Can you number these events (5 statements) in order 

that they happened in? 
• What happened after_____? 
• Can you summarise in a sentence what happened at 

the beginning/middle/end? 
 

 

 

  

Year 2 
 

Reading- word reading 

Skill- Phonics and decoding (including common exception words) 
Objectives Formative assessment-  

To become secure in phonic decoding, ensuring that they automatically decode 
words until reading is fluent. 
To read accurately by blending, including alternative sounds for graphemes.  
To read common suffixes and prefixes 
To read all common graphemes 

• Phonics/spelling teaching- using Letters and Sounds that is tracked to 
age related expectations. 

• Daily spelling lessons- no-nonsence spelling programme. 
• Differentiated groups, whereby any children below ARE has 

interventions and those above ARE are being moved on and 



 

To read many common words containing GPS taught so far 
To read multisyllabic words containing alternative sounds for graphemes 
To read exception words, recognising unusual correspondences. 
To read most words quickly and accurately without spending lots of time on 
decoding and blending.  
To read common exception words securely (refer to NC) 
 
To read Y1 and Y2 common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. (refer to NC) 

challenged, moving onto the year 3 and 4 programme of study. 
• Intervention for pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and 

skills they need for year 2. Use the year 1 programmes of study for 
word reading and spelling so that pupils’ word reading skills catch up. 
However, these children should still be exposed to year 2 programme 
of study for comprehension so that these pupils hear and talk about 
new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of the 
class. 

• Daily HFWs spelt and repeated. 
• Weekly individual reads and daily guided reading with books 

appropriate to the reading age of the child after benchmarking- 
includes targeted sounds they are developing/recognise.  

• Daily story telling, songs and thymes. 
• Hear questions being asked to children throughout reading both 

individually and as a whole class.  
• Revise and consolidate the GPCs and the common exception words 

taught in year 1 
Fluency 

Objective Formative assessment- what I expect to see in the 
classroom… 

To read books aloud (closely matched to learnt phonics knowledge that should 
be improving), sounding out unfamiliar words accurately through segmenting 
and blending without undue hesitation. 
To re-read books to build fluency and confidence in word reading recognition. 
To read words with accuracy and fluency without overt sounding and blending- 
over 90 words per minute (when reading age-appropriate texts) 
To read common exception words speefily, accuratley and automatically. 
 

• Phonics/spelling teaching- using Letters and Sounds that is tracked to 
age related expectations. 

• Daily spelling lessons- no-nonsence spelling programme. 
• Differentiated groups, whereby any children below ARE has 

interventions and those above ARE are being moved on and 
challenged, moving onto  the year 3 and 4 programme of study.  

• Intervention for pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and 
skills they need for year 2. Use the year 1 programmes of study for 
word reading and spelling so that pupils’ word reading skills catch up. 



 

However, these children should still be exposed to year 2 programme 
of study for comprehension so that these pupils hear and talk about 
new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of the 
class. 

• Daily HFWs spelt and repeated. 
• Revise and consolidate the GPCs and the common exception words 

taught in year 1 
• Daily HFWs spelt and repeated. 
• Weekly individual reads and daily guided reading with books 

appropriate to the reading age of the child after benchmarking- 
includes targeted sounds they are developing/recognise. 

• Daily story telling, songs and thymes. 
• Hear questions being asked to children throughout reading both 

individually and as a whole class. 
 

Reading- comprehension
 

Skill Objective Formative assessment and what should be seen in 
the classroom… 

Understanding and correcting 
inaccuracies 

To show secure understanding by drawing upon what they 
already know or on background information and vocabulary 
provided by teachers.  
To vocalise when they are unsure of something, checking 
that the text makes sense to them as they read and to 
correct inaccurate reading.  
To express views about a wide range of texts across 
different genres at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently.  

• Reading widely and often to class, for both pleasure 
and information. To discuss these as a whole class 
daily. 

• To encourage pupils to ‘think aloud’ – modelling this 
when reading to children to understand what a skilled 
reader does. 

• Use role-play and other drama techniques to help 
pupils to identify with and explore characters 



 

To read all the words in a sentence and to do this 
accurately, so that their understanding of what they read is 
not hindered by imprecise decoding 
 

• Individual reading- record progression in reading 
records 

• Daily story time  
• Guided reading groups- focusing upon these key skills.   
• Intervention (1-1) for children whom finding 

understanding and comprehension challenging. 
However, these pupils should follow the year 2 
programme of study in terms of the books they listen 
to and discuss, so that they develop their vocabulary 
 

 
 
 

Connecting and becoming 
familiar with texts 

To become increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider 
range of stories- both fairytales and traditional tales. 
Listening and reading repetitive stories, recognising simple 
recurring language and repetition in both stories and 
poetry. 
Participate in discussions about texts that we read to 
children and those that they can read independently- taking 
turns to listen to what each other are saying within group 
discussions.  
To retell stories that they acted out in Year 1 

Non-fiction Introduce non-fiction texts to children, noticing how they 
are structure in different ways.  
To recognise key features of non-fiction texts.  

Poetry and performances To continue to build up repertoire of poems and rhymes 
learnt of by heart- reciting with confidence. 
To appreciate learnt poems and when reciting make 
appropriate intonation making meanings clearer.  
To express views about a wide range of contempory and 
classic poetry  
 

  Questions 
Vocabulary Building upon Year 1 progression… 

Discuss and clarify meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary.  

***Use/refer to vocabulary tier- class displays*** 
Meaning of new words should be explained to pupils within the 
context of what they are reading, and they should be encouraged 



 

Discussing favourite words and phrases- identifying which 
words are ‘best’/’most impressive’ 

to use morphology (such as prefixes) to work out unknown words. 
• What does the word ____ mean in this sentence?  
• What could the root word be? What is the prefix? 
• What could it mean by reading around the word? 
• Find a word that means _____? 
• What does this phrase tell you about _____? 
• Which word in this sentences is most important why? 
• Which words best describe the 

setting/character/mood?  
• Can you think of any other words that the author 

could use to describe this? (refer to vocab tiers) 
• Why do you think the word ____ is repeated? 

 
Inferencing Discuss the significance of the title in relation to the events in 

the text. 
Making inferences on the basis of what is being explicitly said 
and done. 
To begin to pose relevant questions based on the text and 
answering peers questions with individual inferences.  

• What was ____ feeling? 
• Why did this happen? What could happen next? 
• Why did the character _____ say/do____? 

• Can you explain/justify why….? What would you have 
done? 

• What do you think the author intended when they 
wrote________? 

• How does--------- make you feel why? 
Explanation To explain and discuss their understanding of texts and other 

materials, both those that are listened to and are read by 
themselves/in small groups.  
Begin to use clear examples from the text (retrieval) within 
explanations.  

• Who is your favourite character and why? 
• Do you like this text? Why/Why not? What did you 

like/dislike about it? 
• Why do you think the main character is ____? 
• Would you like to live in this setting? Why/Why not? 

Would you visit the setting?  
• Is there anything you’d change in the story? 
•  If you could add another character, who would they be? 



 

Prediction To predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
happened so far, beginning to incorporate inferencing skills.  

• Look at the front cover- what do you think the book 
will be about? Now look at the blurb… do you still 
think the same? What else may happen? 

• What do you think will happen next? What makes you 
think this? 

• How does the choice of character/setting/weather 
affect what will happen next? 

• What is happening- what may have happened 
before/after? 

• What do you think the last paragraph suggests? What 
may happen next?  

Sequence To discuss with peers the sequence of events in the books and 
how different information is related. 
To discuss why the author sequenced events ina particular 
order. 
To concisely summarise what happened in sections of the story 

• Was the authors sequencing purposeful? Why did he 
sequence events in this order? 

• Can you number the events in order that they 
happened in? 

• What happened after _____? 
• What was the first thing that happened in the story? 

What was the next event? 
• Can you summarise in a sentence the 

beginning/middle/end of the story? 
• In what order do these chapter heading come in the 

story? 
Retrieval To ask questions about the text. 

To respond to peers questions, retrieving information from 
texts.  

• What kind of text is this- story, poem, non-
fiction/facts etc…? 

• Who did____? Where did _____? When did____? 
• What happened when…….? What happened to____? 
• Why did _____ happen? How did _____? How 

many___? 
 


