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Gaf Parents & Guardians, 19/09/25 \

It's been a fantastic week at school, and it's lovely to see the sun shining again today, it really lifts

everyone's spirits!

I hope you found the meetings with your child’s class teacher helpful this week. If you weren't able to attend,

please don't worry—teachers are happy to share their presentation slides with you. t's a great way to stay

engaged in your child’s learning journey and gain insight into what's happening in class.

Looking ahead, we'll be holding short one-to-one meetings with class teachers in November and again in

the spring term. Finally, you'll receive your child's annual school report in July, at the end of the academic

year. We hope this programme of communication helps you stay informed and work in partnership with us
meuide the best possible learning experience for your child. )

Class Set-up

We have had a few queries around mixed age classes so | thought it would be useful to re-share some
information | wrote to you with last year. At our school, mixed-age classes are a key part of our inclusive
and nurturing approach to learning. They offer a unique environment where children of different ages learn
together, supporting each other and growing as a community. Older pupils often take on mentoring
roles—explaining concepts, modelling behaviour, and helping younger classmates with tasks. This
strengthens their leadership and communication skills. Meanwhile, younger children gain confidence and
are inspired by the older role models around them. Teachers can also tailor learning more flexibly, ensuring
every child is challenged and supported at their own level. Mixed-age learning helps build independence,
empathy, and a strong sense of belonging. | thought it would also be helpful to share some recent
feedback from a parent at our school:

"l was unsure at first about mixed-age classes, but I've seen such positive changes in my daughter. She's more
confident, loves helping younger pupils, and talks about how much she learns from her older classmates too.

It really feels like a family atmosphere.”
e  Parent Feedback
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(Attendance Matters — Every Day Counts

At South Molton Community Primary School, we place great importance on regular
school attendance. Every day in school contributes to your child’s learning, }mendqncg

development, and sense of belonging. Missing even a few days can disrupt their Uat f‘S

progress and confidence. In line with government guidelines, we are unable to

authorise requests for holidays during term time. We kindly ask all families to support us in ensuring
children attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell. Thank you for working with us to give

Q:-ur child the best possible start in life. )

Sustainable Travel and Safe Access to School

At South Molton Community Primary School, we are committed to promoting
sustainability and care for the natural environment. In line with these values,
we kindly ask parents and carers to avoid driving to school wherever possible.

Walking, cycling, or using public transport helps reduce congestion and supports healthier, more
eco-friendly journeys for our children.

Where driving is essential, please do not park in front of the green gates, the black gates, or on pavements.
Parking in these areas can block access for wheelchairs, prams, and other pedestrians, making the journey
to school unsafe for many families.

We have contacted the local police, who will be attending the school site to address any vehicles causing
obstruction or posing safety risks.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us keep children’s journeys to and from school safe, respectful,
and sustainable.

Deaf Awareness Training for Staff —\
This week, our staff took part in Deaf Awareness training during our staff meeting time. The session provided
valuable insights into the experiences of pupils who have hearing loss and practical strategies to support
inclusive communication in our school environment. The training was delivered in person by Kylie Barker,
teacher of children and young people who are deaf and hard of hearing. Kylie regularly visits the school as
Uart of her role; working with staff, pupils and parents. j

For Qutdoor Learning this week Dart Class enjoyed making leaf people! After reading the book 'Leaf Man'
each child explored outside trying to find different coloured leaves to create their own leaf person.
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/’ Upcoming Events
Thursday 18th September PTA AGM 19:30 at The George Hotel
Thursday 25th September Individual pupil photos (siblings from 8am)
Friday 24th October Non pupil day
October Half Term Mon 27th Oct - Friday 31st Oct
Monday 3rd Oct Back to school
Monday 1st Dec Nasal Flu Vaccination
Friday 5th of Dec Lantern Parade

Quh‘ term dates for the year are on our website

r—
n Social Media
[@ Explore our facebook www.facebook. com/Southmaoltonprimary!
Browse our instagram page @southmoltonprimary
. , Find our Twitter page @smoltonprimary1 "




	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

